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Daisy & Camelia
by Linda Whaley
using Summerlite 4ply
Little Rowan Blossom - COMING SOON
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Hello and welcome to the June issue of the eNewsletter!

As we start to move towards summer months, we talk about World Wide Knit in Public 
Day and how it is growing year on year. We also hear from UK retailer Swansea Bay 
Yarns, talk about knitting during the sporting summer and bring you news of creative 
alternative square designs as part of our 2016 KAL.

We hope you enjoy your new issue!

The Rowan team 

Front Cover:
Heacham
by Cirilia Rose
Pure Linen
Knitting & Crochet 
Magazine 59

Click on the             symbol 
where it appears for a link to 
further information

Keep in touch with us on 
social media…

http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/heacham
https://www.youtube.com/user/RowanYarns
https://twitter.com/rowanyarns
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rowan-Yarns/114826272423
https://www.pinterest.com/rowanyarns/
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Chiba
by Vibe Ulrik
Pure Linen

For this and hundreds of 
FREE patterns exclusive to  

m e m b e r s , 
click the button below:

E X C L U S I V E

DOWNLOAD

http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/chiba
http://www.knitrowan.com/finder/pattern?taxonomy-form-0=&taxonomy-form-1=&taxonomy-form-2=&taxonomy-form-3=&taxonomy-form-4=&taxonomy-form-5=sm_field_available_for_download%3AAvailable+For+Download&submit=Find+Matches
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Morgan is the proud owner of Swansea Bay 
Yarns, and she talks about her passion for 
the store. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to have turned a 
life long passion for knitting and crocheting 
into this beautiful haven for yarn lovers. 
I’ve carefully selected hundreds of beautiful 
yarns from around the country and the 
continent (more recently from further 
afield Australia and the USA), all the yarns 
are chosen for their ethical credentials, 
their usability and mostly, their beauty. 
 
We are located in the residential area of St 
Helen’s close to Swansea’s Guildhall and a 
stone’s throw from the sea front of Swansea 
Bay.”

The shop provides a creative community 
meeting point and plays hosts to events 
such as the one celebrating Elements by 
Donna Jones and Alison Crowther Smith, 
where drinks and nibbles were served. There 
was also recently a coffee morning held in 
support of local hospice Ty Olwen. 

To find out more about the store, visit:

SWANSEA BAY
YARNS

http://www.swanseabayyarns.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/bayyarnsswansea/
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We were absolutely blown away by the fantastic participation in our second ever Martin 
Storey Knit Along earlier this year. We eagerly kept checking in on our Facebook 
and Ravelry pages to see an array of brilliant and colourful updates on progress 
throughout the weeks. One thing we did happen to notice was the amazing creativity 
of those taking part, with some people choosing to adapt some square designs to 
suit their own personal taste – and some even designing completely new options! 
We loved seeing these versions and, in particular, loved hearing about the reasons 
behind them. On Ravelry, we saw LesleyC’s changes to stage 7, as she wanted to 
make the heart motif larger. 

Then, we noticed rjduffy’s lovely blanket, where she has chosen to add in significant 
initials of her family. She explains her thinking behind this, “The P is for my husband 
Pete. R is for Roberta. M is for my daughter (7rs) Maribelle. The paw print is for our 
dog, Lucas. The H is for Hillsdale, the city that we’ll be moving to this summer.  Our 
move (happening at the end of June) is turning out to be more stressful than we 

Martin Storey Knit Along 2016
Alternative Squares
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anticipated -- having trouble finding a 
house and we’re inching closer to the 
date we will need to leave our current 
home.  But at the end of each evening, 
I manage to relax a little before going to 
bed, usually working on this  blanket. 
I am not quite caught up -- still need 
to do about 5 squares and the border. 
But I have hope that it will get done this 
summer!”

Hermione even chose to replace one 
of the squares with a map of Australia, 
which is where she was when she 
decided to join the KAL. She also 
included her and her husband’s 
initials, a dog’s paw in two colours to 
represent her Scottie and she decided 
to substitute the Nordic Tweed square for the striped pattern  as she preferred this.

We also wanted to say a massive thank you to Anniebod for starting the fab thread 
on Ravelry! We chatted to her to find out more about her inspiration and why she 
decided to join the KAL.

“Two years ago the first Martin Storey MKAL was announced. I’ve never knitted a 
blanket before and after reading all the chat on Ravelry I was intrigued and decided 
to sign up. I decided on a different colour way and used Granite, Moonstone, Mallard, 
Morello and Azure. I stuck pretty much to all the patterns as published but did slightly 
amend one or two. I loved creating that blanket and above all, all the chatter on Ravelry 
- you feel like you have made genuine friends. I classed myself as a reasonably 
experienced knitter and whilst the squares themselves were not challenging, I learnt 
many new techniques from the other knitters which have greatly improved my own 
knitting. It was also very satisfying to help other knitters resolve any problems they 
were having.
I loved that first blanket so much I decided to create a second one as a gift for my 
sister for Christmas. This time I decided to change some of the squares to make the 
blanket more personal to her family. The skills and confidence I had gained during 
the process of creating the first blanket, along with the big resource pool of Ravelry, 
helped me create alternative blanket squares including twin trees, dog paws and 
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different love hearts. It was very well 
received.
When I heard rumours of a second 
Martin Storey knit along this year I was 
tempted but unsure. I knew I had a 
very busy year ahead and wasn’t sure 
of committing to a second big blanket 
project. But in the end I couldn’t resist 
and I signed up and bought wool. 
Again, I didn’t go for a standard colour 
way but (finally) selected Rich Red with 
Oats, Mole and Cream. I loved the first 
and second squares, but wasn’t too 
sure when it came to number three. I 
looked back at the blanket I had made 
for my sister, and the first heart square, 
and the Rich Red wool, and decided 
to make blanket more around the 
heart theme. So for my first alternate 
square I did ‘a dozen hearts’ which 
was based on a free Ravelry pattern 
by Melissa Hahn. I then fell way behind 
as I decided to knit my best friend a 
blanket as a wedding gift. She’d seen 
me start this one and been a part of 
the whole process so I had to find 
something different and knit it when she 
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wasn’t around. And so began my life of 
knitting my Martin Storey blanket when 
she or her chap was around and the 
other one when they weren’t! I finally 
finished theirs the night before their 
Wedding Day on 26th May. (I chose 
Norah Gaughan Vintage Afghan and 
designed an additional 5 squares for 
that too.) And now I’m back on this 
one full time. Amongst all this chaos, 
I took square 5 and decided to make 
it into hearts rather than spots. On my 
first attempt I did literally change the 
spot shapes to heart shapes but they 
weren’t very distinct so I played around 
a little and came up with the heart 
checkerboard. When the beaded or 
lace heart came out at stage 7, I read 
other knitters comments and thought I would like something a little more complicated. 
I’d used an old Martin Storey lace heart design previously so I adapted that to fit this 
size square and that became my fourth heart design. 
I am planning on doing a 49 square blanket, with 6 squares each of the four hearts 
in rich red , then 6 squares of square 6 in oats and cream, 6 squares of square 8 in 
mole and cream, and 12 squares of square 2 in a variety of mole, oats and cream. 
I will also be designing a signature square for the centre in the very near future. I’m 
about half way there and the race is on to get it finished in time for the competition!
I certainly don’t class myself as a designer of any sort - more an adapter of other things 
out there.  Only the checkerboard heart is original to me. I did find it very satisfying 
to have a picture in my head and play around with graph paper and needles until the 
design was realised in wool. I think now I’ve done it on a small scale, I will attempt 
something larger. I’m very grateful to Martin, and the knit along team, for inspiring me. 
Thank you.”

We hope everybody enjoyed the Knit Along. Don’t forget to enter our competition to 
be in with the chance to win a yarn hamper worth £100!!

COMPETITION

http://www.knitrowan.com/news/martin-storey-knit-along-2016-competition
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Worldwide Knit
in Public Day
Established in 2005, Worldwide Knit in Public Day is a fabulously 
unashamed celebration of the craft we all know and love. The 
organisers cite the reasoning behind this global event as being to 
ignite a spark and get outdoors to knit, why do it alone? The main 
aim is to show people that knitting can be done as a community 
activity, and through doing this you might meet other knitters you 
never knew also loved it!

Worldwide Knit in Public Day is the biggest event run by knitters in 
the world and, even more impressively, is run entirely by volunteers. 
Each year, local events spring up around the globe, each one 
having its own creativity and stamp.

It is clear to see that the concept is only gaining momentum. In 
2005, there were about 25 local events around the world. In 2006, 
there were about 70 local events, and in 2007, almost 200. In 2008, 
there were 800 events, and in 2009, 751 events. Since its first 
year, WWKIP Day has reached Australia, China, England, Finland, 
France, Ireland, Norway, South Africa, Sweden, United States and 
lots more countries.

If you are interested in finding out more, visit http://www.wwkipday.
com/. This year’s activities will take place on Saturday 18th June.
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Yarn in the Spotlight… Fine Lace
A beautiful, fine lace weight yarn, which is made of a blend of 80% baby suri alpaca 
and 20% merino wool. This gorgeous, luxurious yarn has soft chalky shades along with 
jewel tones and is perfect for creating delicate hand knitted and crochet garments for 
all seasons. Soft and comforting to the touch, Fine Lace is perfect for both garment 
and accessory designs.

White
944

Porcelaine
928

Cobweb
922

Chalk
942

Retro
923

Patina
924

Aged
933

Revival
948

Agate
949

Precious
945

Charity
941

Cameo
920

Stoneware
943

Toast
947

Renaissance
937

Quaint
925

Antique
921

Vintage
926

Era
927

Gunmetal
929

Sonata
940

Noir
934

YARN
RANGE

http://www.knitrowan.com/yarns/fine-lace
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Saitama
by Martin Storey
using Fine Lace & Kidsilk Haze
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 59

Gifu
by Martin Storey
using Fine Lace & Kidsilk Haze
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 59

Delphine
by Jennie Atkinson
using Fine Lace
Riviera Collection

Crew Neck Sweater
using Fine Lace
Winter Essentials

DOWNLOAD  
PATTERN

http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/saitama
http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/delphine
http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/crew-neck-sweater
http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/gifu
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Knitting Games
This summer sees this side of the pond fixated by 
football’s Euros, our North and South American 
compatriots enthralled by Copa America, and the whole 
world celebrating the Olympics in Brazil.

Whilst some of us love it and others are less engrossed by it all, it is nonetheless 
difficult not to get sucked in by more enthusiastic family members and friends. Either 
way, knitting can be the perfect accompaniment to sport. Many of you will have been 
asked how you can possibly knit whilst watching something else, but as you all know, 
whether you’re a more experienced knitter or not, you just have to pick your project 
carefully. Often the best advice is, if you love what you’re watching, knit a simpler 
project, so that you can keep both eyes on the game. But if you’re not so keen, and 
don’t need to concentrate on the sport, then any level is perfect. You can dip in and 
out of what’s going on as and when you please, yet still enjoy the company of family 
and friends as they cheer with excitement. 

Why not challenge yourself to knit a special souvenir that reminds you of one of these 
exciting events, aiming to complete it by the end of the tournament. An accessory in 
the colours of your chosen team, maybe a football scarf for the coming winter season, 
or a mascot bear. Take a Knit Rowan pattern and make it your own with suitable 
colours and added embellishment. 
So whether you love sport or loathe it, through the art of knitting you can find your own 
level of contentment.

Share your sporting projects by emailing or posting on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rowan-Yarns/114826272423
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Stockists
To find your local stockist view our 
store locator at www.knitrowan.com by 
clicking the button below

Workshops
To view a full list of workshop dates 
visit www.knitrowan.com by clicking the 
button below

All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or any part of all material, including illustrations and designs, in this publication/

pattern is strictly forbidden and is sold on the condition that it is used for non commercial purposes.

No part may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, electrostatic, 

magnetic tape, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior permission of the copyright owners having 

been given in writing.   Yarn quantities are approximate and are based on average requirements. Images and shades are for guidance only as colours 

may not display accurately on screen or in printed format.  Contact your local stockist to view a fringed (not digital reproduction) yarn shade card.

© Copyright MEZ Crafts UK Ltd., 2016.

MEZ Crafts UK Ltd., 17F, Brooke’s Mill,  Armitage Bridge, Huddersfield, HD4 7NR, Web: www.knitrowan.com

WORKSHOPS

STOCKISTS

http://www.knitrowan.com/store-locator
http://www.knitrowan.com/calendar


Nambu
by Marie Wallin
using Softyak DK
Softyak DK

http://www.knitrowan.com/designs-and-patterns/patterns/nambu
https://www.youtube.com/user/RowanYarns
https://twitter.com/rowanyarns
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rowan-Yarns/114826272423
https://www.pinterest.com/rowanyarns/



